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CONSTANTIN VON NEURATH, 

E aan a 
STATEMENT OF EVIDENCE, 
alt ta 


I. 
THE DEFENDANT VON NEURATH HELD THE FOLLOWING POSITTONS AND 
HONOURS : = 
A. Member of NSDAP from 30 January 1937 - 45 
(Awarded Golden Party Ladge 30 January 1937) 
Be SS. General SS & 287650 
1. Personally appointed Gruppenfuhrer by Hitler September 1937, 
2. Promoted to Obergruppenfuhrer 21 Junc 193. 
C. Reich Minister of Foreign Affairs. 
1. Under the Chancellorshin of defendant von Papen - 2 June 1937 
2. Under the Chance1lorship of Hitler 50 Jan. 193° 
3. Replaced by kibbentrop on 4. Feb, 193/ 
D. Reichminister from 4 February until Mey 1945 
E. President Secret Cabinet Council (appointed 4 Feb. 193 


F. Membership of the Reich Defense Council, This matter is 
discussed below, 


G, Reichs Protector for Dohemia and Moravia from 18 March 1939 
üntil replaced by Frick on 25 August 1943, 


H. Awarded "Adlerorden" by Hitler at time of appointment as 
Reichsprotektor, Ribbentrop was the only other German to 
receive this decoration, 


US.19 2972 PS, 


The Defendant makes comments on certain of these matters 
to the followin; effeet:.- 
A. That the award of the Golden Perty Badre was made on 
30 January 1937 against his will, and without being asked, 

This defendant not only refrained from repudiating the 
allegedly unwanted honour but, after roceivinr; it, attenled 
meetings at which wars of argression were planned, actively 


participated in the rape of Austria, and tyrannised over Bohemia 


and Moravia. 
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: Be That his appointment as sruppenfuhrer was also aminst 


s Ss 





his will and without his Dein; asked: 

The prosecution submits that the wearin’ of the uniform, th 
receipt of further promotion, and the actions against Bohcmia and 
Moravia must be considered on this point, 

Ce That his appointment as Foreirn Minister was by Reichspresi< 
) von Hindenburz., 

The prosecution draw attention to the personalities of the 
defendants von Papen and Hitler, and to the fact that President 
von Hindenberg died in 193). 

D. That he was an "inactive" minister from 4. February 1938 
until May 1945: 

Attention is dravm to the activitics mentioned below and to 
the terrible evidence as to Bohemia end Moravia, which will be fort! 
coming from the Soviet Chicf Prosecutor. 

E. That the Secret Cabinct Council never sat or conferred: 

This was described as a Select Committee of the Cabinct for 

the deliberation of Foreirm Affairs. 


+ 1774. PS. See 1774 PS - Extracts from Huber Verfassungsrecht 
des Gross-Deutschene Reiches 1939 De225 


' The Prosecution refers to the composition of that body as 
shown in 
2031 PS 2051 TS = the decree establishins that body 
The Prosecution will also refer to the activities of this 


defendant during 1938 


Fe That this defenäant was not a menber of the Reich Defense 
Council: 
The Reich Defense Council (Reichsverteidisungsarat) was set 


Up soon after Hitler's accession to power on 4th Avril 1983. 
US. 244 
2261 PS US. 24 2261 PS 
2961 TS Die Fährungsordung das deutschen 
2961 PS Volkes by Braune, page 162 


A also, 
2986 PS 2986 PS = Affidavit of Defendant Frick 
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That the membership of this Council included the Minister 


-3- 
for Foreign Affairs, then the defendant Von Neurath, is shown by 
US. 390 EC.177 
page 3 ~ Composition of the Reich 
Defense Council 
The functioning of this Counci] » With a representative of this 
Defendant ts Department ~ von Buelow « Present, is shown by the 
Minutes of the 12th Meeting on lth May 1936, 
EC.4.07 
After the secret law of 4 Septenber 1938, this defendant was, 
under the terms of that Law, a nember Of the Reich Defense Council 
by virtue of his office as President of the Sceret Cabinet 


Council. 
See 2194 ps 
which was a letter dated b September 1939 and sent to this 


defendant enclosing a cony of this Law, 


IT. 
IN ASSUMING THE POSITION OF MINISTER op FOREIGN AFFAIRS TN HITLER'S 
CABINET THIS DEFENDANT ASSUMED CHARGR OF A FOREIGN POLICY com ITTED 
TO BREACH OF TREATIES, 
A. The Nagi Party had nepeatedly, and for many years, made 
known its intention to Overthrow Germany's International Conn ittments, 
even at the risk of war, 
see; i) Sections 1 and 2 of the Party Programme published in 
1920, and republished every year thereai'ter, 
1708 Ps, National sozilistisches Jahrbuch 1922., page 158 
ii) Hitler's Speech at Munich, 15th Mareh 1939, when he said 
with regard to his foreign policy "It is futile nonsense 
for the rest of the World to Pretend to-day, that T gia 
not view this Progbarme until 1933, or 1935 or 2937, 
2/71 PS Report of that speech 


2541 PS Der Grossdeutsche Proiheitskampf 
pages 592 =- 393, 
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Be The acceptance of force as a means of solving inter- 
national problems and achieving the objectives cf Hitler's 
foreign policy, must have been Imcwn to anyone as closely 


in touch with Hitler as the Defendant von Neurc'ile 


‘ 
c See passages from Mein Kampf * - quoted dy Major ulwyn 
Junes (transoript pare 
$ end especially pp. 552, 553 (ccl,7) 
55i. {ccl II) 557 - 570, English “dition 
Hatchinson, 
Iii. 
IN HIS CAPACITY AS MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS VON NEURATH 
DIRECTED THE INTERNATIONAL ASPECTS OF THE FIRST PHASE OF THE 
NAZI CONSPIRACY, CONSOLIDATTON (W CONTROL IN PREPARATION FOR WAR. 
A. From his cicse connecticn with Hitler this defendant 
must have known the cardinal points of Hitler's policy leading 
up to the outbreak of the World Wer, as outlined in retrospect 
by Hitler in his speech to his Military leaders on 23 Noverber 
1939. 
i This policy haä two facets:- 
i) internally, establishment of ririd control; 
ii) externally, the programme to relcase Germany from 
its international ties. 
This external programme hadfvur points:- 
i) Secession from the disarmanent conference} 
ii) The order to rearm Germany; 
iii) The introduction of compulsory military service; 
iv) Remilitarisation of the Rhineland, 
USe 23 USe23 789 PS Hitler's speech to Conmanders 
189 PS 23 November 1939, 
Be As Foreign Minister von Neurath participated directly 
| and personally in accomplishing each of these four aspects of 
N 
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Hitler's foreign policy - at the same time officially proclaiming 
that these measures did not constitute steps toward aggressione 
‘ i) secession from the Disarmament conference. 
a) When Germany left the Disarmament Conference this 
defendant sent a telegram dated lth Octoner 1935 to 
the President of the Conference 


Dokumente der Deutschen Politik 1933 Vol.I 
page 9. 


b) This defendant also made the announcement of Germany's 
withdrawal from the League of Nations - 21 Oot. 1933 


Dokumente der Deutschen Politik 1933 Vol.I 
page 94. 


c) These are referred to in the Transcript ppe 402, 450 


and the complementary documents of military preparations 


USe 51 US.51 Cel40 (25 0ct.1953), and 
C= 140 
US.43.0.153 (12 Moy 1934) 
US.43 
C. 153 
3 ii) Rearmament of Germany. 
a) This defendant was foreign minister when: 
1. On 10th March 1935 the German Government officially 
announced the re-establishment of the German Air Force 
GBell GB. 24 TO eldi. 
TC edd, Transcript 452- 153 
2e On 21 May 1935 Hitler announced a purported unilateral 
repudiation of the Naval Military and Air clauses 
of the Treaty of Vsrvailles and the Treaty for the 
Restoration of Friendly Relations with the USA. 
US. 38 US.58 2288 PS Speech of Hitler 21 May 1935 
2288 PS, 
Je On the same day the Reich Cabinet, of which this 
defendant was a member » enacted the Secret "Reich 
Defense Law" creating the office of Plenipotentiary 
: General for War. economy" - afterwards described 
by the Wehrmacht armament expert as "the corner stone 
US. 24. of German reammament". = US.24 2261 PS Letter of von 
2261 PS Blomberg dateä 24 June 1935 


enclosing this lawe 
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US. 35 USe35 2353 PS General Thomas’ istory of German 
2353 PS War and Armament Economy page 35 


b) See Transcript pp 334, 408, 417 et seq, 423 - 450 


. iii) Introduction of Compulsory Military Service. 
a)On 16 March 1935 this defendant signed the "Law for the 
organisation of the Armed Forces" which provided for univers. 
military service and anticipated a vastly expanded German 
ALMY o This was described by defendmt Keitel as the 
real start of the large scale rearmament programme 
which followed, 
RGB. 1935 Vol.I Teil 1 p. 369 


b) Transcript pp 411 et seg. 454 and 455 


iv) Re-Militarisation of the Rhincland. 


On the 7th March 1936 the Rhineland was re-occupied. 


USe 56 US.56 2289 PS Announcement of this by Hitler 
2289 PS 7 Mar.193 
USe 53 USe53 Cel39 Operation Schulung 2 May 193 
C.139 Transcript ppe 458 - 164. 


Some time later this defendant summed up his views on 
the actions detailed above in a speech before the "Germans abroad 
made on 29th August 1937, of which I ask the Tribunal to take 
judicial notiee, as it appears in Das Archiv,1937, page 650:- 


"The unity of the racial and national will created through Nag 
with unprecedented elan has made possible a foreign policy 
through which the bonds of the Versailles Treaty were slashed 
thre freedom to arm regained and the sovereignity of the whol 
nation reestablished, We have again become master in cur own 
hone, and we have produced the means of power to remain hence 
forth that way for all times..se. The world should notice frc 
Hitler's deeds and words that his aims are not aggressive one 


De 19 De 29 
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IV. 
BOTH AS MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND AS ONE OP THE INNER 
COUNCIL OF THE FUHRER'S ADVISORS ON FOREICN POLITICAL MATTERS 
THIS DEFENDANT PARTICIPATED IN THE POLITICAL PLANNING AND 
PREPARATION FOR ACTS OF AGGRESSION AGAINST AUSTRIA, CZECHO-= 
SLOVAKIA, AND OTHER NATIONS. 
Ae The Defendants policy: 
i)This can be summarised as breaking one treaty only 
at a time. 
ii) He himself put it slightly more pompously in a speech 
before the Academy of German Law on 30th October 1937, 
which appears in Das Archiv, October 1937, pare 921: 


"Out of the acknowledgment of these clementary facts 
the Reich Cabinet has always interceded in favour 


s.r ama 


of tre atins every col concrete te interna ‘tional probl em within 


i . s m ee + 
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methods « MITTA suited for for it, not to complicate 
it unneces sarily by amalgamation with other problems 
and as long as as Pn between only two powers are 
concerned to choose the way for an immediate under- 
standing between these two powers. We are in a positic 
to state that this method has fully proved itself 
good not only in the German interest, but also in the 
general interest", 


De 4.71 Del. 7/1 
out 


iii) The working/of that policy can be shown succinctly in 


the following table:- 
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a: a 
LE LE LL aa a ap: Serene aE cone 
Date Action directed Action Country to be Fraudulent Proof of 
against reassured _ Assurance  Falsity. 
| 1935 Western Powers a)Rearmament Austria Hitler Mr. ildermants 
(with 21.5.35 documents 
Italian ee" SC YL 534. 
support in 545 58. 
: 1935 
1936 b) Occupation Treaty von Papen's 
of Rhine- Llo le 36 Letters 
land 150 64. 
USe66 
USe 69 
1937/ = iustria Absorption: Western Assurance Mre Roberts! 
1938 planned Powers to speech 
5.11.37 Belgium Transcript 
Token | 13:10, 37 pages 1100 =- 
11.3.38 1126 
1938/ Czechoslovakia Sudgten- Poland Assurance Col. Griffith 
1939 land to Jones ' 
29.9.30 Poland specch 
Hitler Transcript 
20. 20.38 pares 966 = 
GB. 30 1060 
Absorption Hitler 
15.3.39 26.9.38 
TO. 13-42 
= speec) 
1939 Poland Conquest Russia Non- Mr. Alderman: 
Argression Transcript 
Fact pages 1160 - 
23.8.39 1215 
iv) His own franker statcment can be found in the account 


of his conversation with U.S.Ambassador Bullitt on 18 May 1936 
i 
containg the words :- 


"eeeuntil the German fortifications had been constructed 

on the French and Belgiwa fronticrs, the German Gcyo:nment 
would do everything possible to prevent, rather than encourag 
an outbreak by the Nazis in Austria, and would pursuc 

a quiet line with regard to Czecho-Slovakia". 


Se 65 USe65 1150 
L.150 Transcript p. 520 


Be AUSTRIA / 
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GBe19 
TC.26 
GB.20- TC.22 


US.62 
22h.7 PS 


The Defendant was Forcis:n Minister:= 


a) During the early Nazi plottings arainst Austrin in 1934 
Transcript pp 475 = 159 


b) When the false Assurance, wis piven to Austrian on 21 May 3! 
ond the fraudulent Treaty made on 11 July 1936 
GD.19 TC.26 
GB.20 TC.22 
Transcript paces 54:/5 


c) When the defendant von Papen was carrying on his subter- 
rancan intrirues in 1935-37 
Letter from von Papen US.6 2247 IS 17 Muy 1935 
US.67 2246 PS 1 Sent.1936 
Tronscript 1.92 ,516/3,526 =- 545 


US.67 5953- 4. 
2246 PS 
Ze The Defendant was present when Hitler declared at the Hoszb: 
interview on 5 November 1937 that the Gerwen question coul only be 
solved by force, anc. that his plans were to conguor Austrin and 
US.25 Czechoslovakia. US.25 336 TS 
386 PS Transcript 336 
p He received a note dated 11 March 1930 from the British 
US.127 iMbassador : - US.127 3045 PS, and sent the reply 


3045 PS 
S.128 
3287 PS 


US.126 5287 PS, which have been read by ifr. Alden 


I only call attention to two obvious untruths:- 


356 


a) "It is untrue that the Reich used forceful pressure to 
bring about this development, especially the assertion 
which was spread later by the former Chancellor that the 
German Government had presented the Federal President wi 
a conditional ultimatum, is % pure invention." 

b) "The truth of the matter is thet the question of 
sending military or police forces from the Reich was or 
brought up when the newly formed Austrian Cabinet addr 
a telegram, already published hy the press, to the Ges 
Government, urcently askin: for the despatch of German 


troops as soon as possible in order to restore peace a 


orde Ty 
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order and to avoid bloodshed, Faced with the immediately 


-10- 


threatenin™ dangcr of! 2 bloody civil war in Austria 
the German Government then decided to comply with the 
appeal addressed to it," 


The falsity of these statements can be most clearly secn from: 


US. 61 USA.6L 812PS Report of Rainer to Buerckel 
612 PS 
Se 72 29419 PS Transcripts of defendant Coerin''s 

US. /2 telephone conversations", 
2949 PS 

US. 72 1780 PS Jodl's diary entries for 11, 13th and 
US. 72 th February 
1780 PS Transcript partes 557 - 504. 


It is inconceivable that this defendant who, accordlinr 


to defendant Jodl's diary 


US. /2 US.72 1760 PS entry for 10 Merch 1937 
1780 PS Transcript p. 560 


was takin over the dutics of the Foreism Office while Ribbentrop 
was detained ag London, could be irnorant of the truth. 

It was, however, the special function of this defendant 
to cover with the remains of his former reputation as a 
diplomat the fraudulent statements of Hitler. His attitude is 


shown in Mr. Messersmith's affidavit 


US.68 US.68 2385 PS 
2365 PS Transcript 536 


"In an officisl dispatch to the Department of State from Vienna 
dated October 10, 1955, I wrote as follows:- 

"*,, Europe will not pot away from the myth that Neurath, 
capen and Mackensen are not dangerous people and thet they are 
"diplomats of the old school," They are in fact servile 

instruments of the rerime and just because the outside world 
Looks upon them as harmless, they arc able to work more 
effectively. They are able to sow discord just because 

they propagate the myth that they are not in sympathy with 
the regime"', 


Le it the time of the occupation of sustrin this defendant fu 
save the Assurance to Mr.Mnstny recordin; the continued 
independence of Czechoslovakia. 

It will be noted that he recornises the valicity of the 
German-Czechoslovakia Treaty of Arbitration made at Locarno in 


1925 


GB.21 GB.21 TC.27 
TC.27 Trenscript 962, 








US. 36 
2194 PS 


GB.8 
TC.51 


Mo 


MT Jo 
Ce CZECHOSLOVAKTA, 
1. On 28 Muy 1938 Hitler held a conforence of irmortant 


leaders incluhinr; Beck, von Drauchitsch, Raeder, Keitel, 
Goering and Ribbentrop, at which Hitler affirnc2 that 
preparations should be made for military action sasinst Czecha- 
Slovakia by October, and it is believed thet the defendant 
von Neurath attended, 

Transcript pare 742- 3 


2. On 4th September 1938 the sovernment of which von Neurath 


was a member enacted a new "Secret Reich Defense Law" which defined 


various official responsibilities in clear anticipation of war. 
[his law provided (as did the previous Secret Reich Defense Law) 
for a "Reich Defense Council" as a Supreme policy board for war 


preparations, 


US.36 2194 PS Secret Reich Defense Law 1. scpte 1938 


Transcript 410 


Je In spite of the Munich a-reement of 29 September 1938, 


on lth March 1939 German troops marched into Czechoslovakia 


GPe? 10.50 Proclamation by Hitler to the Ceman peo: 


ple and order to the Wehrmacht 
of 15 March 1939 
Transcript 945. 


l-e On 16th March 1939 the German Governnent, of which von 


Neurath was still a member, promulgated the "Decree of the Fuhrer 


and Reich Chancellor on the Establishnent of the irotectorate 
"Bohemia and Moravia" of 16th March 1939, 


GBeS 10.51 German Decree esteblishin; the 


Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia 


of 16 “arch 1939, 
Transcript 947 


5. The following Week, the defendant von Ribbentrop signed 


a Treaty with Slovakia, Article 2 of which provided:- 


"For the purpose 


$564, 
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"For the purpose of makine effective the protection 
undertaken by the German Reich s the German armed forces shal 
have the risht at all times to construct military 
installations and to keep them ssrrisone’ in the strength 
they deem neccessary, in an area delimite'i on its western 
side by the frontiers of the State of wlovakia, ond on its 
eastern side ly a line formed by the eastern rims of the 
Lower Carpathirns, the White Carpathians » anc. the 
Javornik mountains. ...." 


Transcript parce 922, 
1439 25 Treaty of Protection between 


German Reich and State of 
SLlove kia. 23 March 1939. 


Ve 
BY ACCELTING AND OCCUPYING THE POSITION OF REICH PROTECTOR OF 
BOHEMIA AND MORAVIA DEFENDANT VON NEURATH i ERSONALLY ADHERED 
TO THE AGGRESSION AGAINST CZECHOSLOVAKIA AND THE WORLD, HE 
FURTHER ACTIVELY PARTICIPATED IN THE CONSP RACY OF WORLD CGRESS- 
ION, and HE ASSUMED A POSITION oF LEADERSHIP IN THE EXECUTION 
OF POLICIES INVOLVING VIOLATING OF THE LAWS OF WAR AND THE 


COMMISSION OF CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY, 


fie Yon Neurath assumed the position of Protector under a 
sweeping grant of powers. The act creating the Zrotectorate 
provided, inter elia,:- 


article 5 (1) The Fuhrer and Reich will Appoint a 
a guerdian of the interests of the Reich 
a "Reich iroteetor of Bohemia and Moravia," 
His official residence shall he in TAJUS , 


(2) It shall >e the duty of the Reich Protector 
as representative of the Fuhrer and Reich 
Chancellor and as the sent of the Government of 
the noich, to assure compliance with the 
political instructions issued ty the Fuhrer 
and Reich Chaneellor, 


(3) The members of the =overnment of the »rotoctor- 
ate shall hold office subject to confirmation 
by the Reich Protector. A confirmation made 
may be later revoked. 


(4) / 
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' (4) The Reich Protector may demand information 
concerning all acts of the rovernment of the 
rrotectorate and mey offer his counsel to the 
Government. He may protect against meesures 
which may be harmful to the neich, and, in cases 
of emergency, may take all steps necessary 
to the common welfare, 


(5) Thc publication of statutes, orders, and other 
general rules and regulations, and the enforcement 
of administrative measures and execution of 
judicial decisions which have become final, 
shall be suspended upon notice 0° protest riven by 
the teich Protector." 


GB.8 GB.8 TC.5L German Decree establishin: the 
TC.51 irotectorate of Bohemia & Moravia 
16th March 1939 
Be ht the very outset of the Protectorate von Neurath's suprem 
authority was ümplemented by a series of basic lecrees, of which I 
ask the Tribunal to take judiciel notice, which established the 
alleged legal foundation for the policy and prornrem which resulted. 
All aimed towards the systematic destruction of the national 
integrity of the Czechs, 
Le By granting the "Racial Germans" in Czechoslovakia a 
Superior order of citizenship. 
. Decree of the Fuhrer and Reich Chancellor 
cancernins the irotectorste af Rohemi.a and 
Moravia. 16 March 1939. RGD.1.p «455 
fn Act concerning the Representation in the 
keichstag of Greater Germeny of German 
Nationals Resident in the ürotectorate of 
Bohemia and Moravia, 13 Anril 1939 
RGBelI. pe 792 
Order concerning the acquisition of German 
Citizenship by former Czechoslovakia 


citizens of German orisin, 
20 April 1939 RGD.I. De 815 


( 
' 


2. Dy granting "Racial Germans" in Czechoslovakia n preferred 
status at law and in the courts, 


Ord ur concernin: the Exercise of Criminal 
Jurisdiction in the Protectorate of Bohemia 
and Moravia. 14. April 1939 RGDB.I.pe 753 


Order / 








NN 


Order concernin:: the Exercise of Juris- 
diction in Civil proceedings in the Drotector- 
ate of Bohemia enä Moravia 

14 April 1939 RGR. pe 759. 


s N 


Order coneernin:: the Exercise of Military 
Jurisdiction in the Protectorate of 
Bohemia and Moravia 

8 Moy 1939  RGB.I. pe 903 


3. By granting the rrotector broad powers to chango by Gecree 


the autonomous law of the Lrotectorate, 


Ordnance on Lerislation in the rrotectorate 
of Bohemia and Moravia 
7 June 1939. RCR.I. De1039 

4, By authorising the Protector and the Reich Leader SS 


and the Chief of the German Police "to take, if necessary, such 


(police ) measures which go beyond the limits . usually valid for 


A põlice measures", TA 
i 1156 - PS NASA. v 
PS. 2852 2172 \PS.2852_ “Decree of lst. a 1939 
las FR RGB. Vots. page 1681 
Ce The declared basic policy of the Protector was predicated 
upon the central objective of destroyins the idehtity of the Czec! 
as a nation and absorbinr their territory into the Reich. 
US, 313 US.313 862 PS Frederici memorandum 
862 PS 15 October 1940 re "nlan to 


Germanise Czechoslovakia", 


D. The result was a program of consolidatine Cerman control 
over Bohemia and Moravia by the systematis onpression of the Czech 
throush the abolishment of civil liberties and the systematic 
underminin of the native political, economic and cultural 
structure by a regime of terror, which will be dealt with by 

my Russian colleagues, They will show that the only "protection" 
given by this defendant was protection to the perpetrators of 


innumerable crimes s 
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VI. 
HONOURS AND REWARDS. 
Hitler showered more honours on Neurath than on some 
of the leading Nazis who had been with the Party since 
the very berinninr. His appointment as President of the newly- 

' created Secret Cabinct Council in 1938 was in itself a sin ular 
distinction. On September 22, 1940, Hitler awarded him the War Mer 
Cross lst Class as Reich Protector for Bohemia and Moravia, 
(Deutsches Nachrichten ~ Puero 22. 9, 1940). He was also awarded 
the Goldene Ehranzeichen of the Tarty and was pranote i by Hitler 
personally to the rank of Oberrruppenfuhrer in the SS. 
on June 21, 1943. He and Ribbentrop were the only two Germans to 
be awarded the Adlerorden - a distinction normally reserved for 
foreigners - by Hitler. His 7Oth birthday on February 2, 1943, 
was made the occasion for most of the German newspapers to 
praise his many years of service to the Nazi Regine e 


US.19 US.19 2972 PS 


These services may be summed up in two Weysi= 
A i) He was an internal fifth eolumist amon the Conservative 
political circles in Germany. They had been anti-Nazi 
but were converted in part by secinc one of themselves, 
in the person of this defendant, wholehearteCly with the 
Nazis. 


ii) His previous reputation as a diplomat made public 
Į i A 
opinion abroad slow to believe that he would be s member 


of a cabinet which did not stand by its words and 
assurances, It was most important for Hitler thot his 
own readiness to break every treaty or commitment should 
be concealed as long as possible, and for this purposc he 


found in the defendant von Neursth his handiest tool. 
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